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Campaign Finance Correction

Circuit’ has reinstated five criminal

charges against Democratic fum d-raiser
Mzl Hefar The charges had earlier been
tirown oul by LS. District Judge Paul rr:ed
AL Gl g:-_;u::;"t. that the Juslice Departme ni's
campaign fimpnce task force had used an
“Alicein-Weonderland-like maze of logical
leaps and tamgled inferences” 1o stale a case
spmingl Me o Hlsia Mz Hsia, according Lo
prosecutors, illegedly caused false staleanents
o be made o the Federal Election Commis-
sion liy soliciling campaign contributions from
the Hsi Lai-Buddhists funneled throughs the
(emiple’s monastics. The appeals courl has
he u:I 11 r:“eu,,t “thal e inferences were reason-
i weiefon, if arcane, e a welcome
larification of federal du.]lr.;-n.:r'—--'“ en under
cur Sedsschebse campaign finance laws—Lo
prosecule L[‘j'1'|||'|‘3‘| efforts to defrand the elec-
tiom systen, -

The roat of lhc' problem in the Heia case was
that the legsl prolibition agains ]
conduil ._(-nh'l":ulluus iz only a ARMERn
yvinletion., The ﬂ:p'rrmrni sought to gcot
around :Ius. a5 it has in other cases, by using
felony statute thal generzlly forbids making
false statemetits to regulators and anguing that
by arranging contributions o be made
threnirh strave donors, Ms, Hsia caused false
staternents to be made, Jndpe Friedman re-

| I
r‘[1 HE 135 COURT of Appesls for the DL,

garded this as too attenuated to support an
indictment, a ruling that—had it been up-
held—would have made the already weak
criminal enforcement provisions of campaign
finance law entirely laughable,

The D.C, Cireuit, howewver, reversed (his. In
2 decision that crossed the ideological spec
trum of the court, a threejudge panel held that
the general scheme of the indictment was
neither g.utjul'.srl» novel noc na:rlil.uld.:l:r' at-
tepuated, “The simple interposition of cor
duits tr sign the checks is certainly enough lu
‘canse” a commities to make false statements
inite report”™ to the FEC, wrote Judge Stephen
Williams. “The indictment and bill of particu-
lars straightforwardly lay oot the govern-
ment's account of Hsia's affirmative steps
toweard that result.”

While the decision 2 a good development,
the f3el that this matter can be the subject of
sericus legal dispute 2t all is eadence that the
law meeds 1o be strengthened. Prosecutos: are
in & drezdfs] bind when—even as they receive
enormous political pressure to bring cases—
they face legal hurdles in filing what should be
fairly straightforward charges. While the T.C.
Circuil has held G the false slatements statule
can be applied in the campaign Gnance context,
it was not designed for that purpose, Tt is well
past time for a law Ul directly addrese
condut contributions as a felony affense
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